* THE  HIGHEST  AND  SUPREME  COURT*,

pregnant of the child that he intended to be the legitimate
heir of England. For the Pope, therefore, he must substitute
another ecclesiastical authority that must be the highest authority
recognizable for Englishmen. Cranmer, now Archbishop-Elect
of Canterbury, was the man, but before he could be consecrated
he must have his bulls from the Pope. Henry, still on good terms
with Clement, asked that these might be hurried through, sug-
gesting that if he were thus obliged by the Pope he might go on
withholding the royal consent to the Act of Annates. In con-
sequence the bulls were granted in February. In the meantime,
at home, Parliament was persuaded to pass the Act of Appeals,
forbidding appeals to Rome, and thereby making the Court of
the Archbishop of Canterbury the final court for the hearing of
ecclesiastical causes in England. The only appeal from the
Archbishop's court was to the King in Chancery.

The next move is described by Henry himself in the following
letter.

vi.To CRANMER

[April 12, 1533.]

Most Reverend Father, &c., v\re greet you well. Doing you to
understand that the I2th day of this month of April we received
letters from you, dated at Lambeth the nth day of the said month,
in which letters ye write that forasmuch as our great cause of
matrimony (wjiich hath long depended in question), is divulgated
(as it is thought) through out all Christentye, and it is commoned
of the mouths of no small number of our people, and that many
of them fear not to say and report that thereof is likelihood here-
after to ensue great inconveniences, dangers and perils to this
realm, and much uncertainty to our succession, whereby our said
people is seen to be not a little offended: whereupon ye, whom
God and we have ordained Archbishop of Canterbury, and
primate of all this our realm of England, to whose office it hath
been, and is, appertaining by the sufferance of us and our pro-
genitors, as ye write yourself both justly and truly, to order,
judge, and determine mere spiritual causes within this our realm;
having due consideration to the said inconveniences, dangers,